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Dear Janet,
Thank you for your letter of 30 May about the petition you have received from Cardiff People
First that a person with a learning disability should be appointed as a Learning Disability
Commissioner for Wales.
In 2017, we undertook a comprehensive review of Learning Disability services in Wales to
identify areas where action could potentially be taken to build on good practice. We took a
lifespan approach and looked at all areas of life. Over 2000 people took part in the review,
including individuals with a learning disability, families/carers, third sector organisations and
the statutory sector. The report of the review contained 24 recommendations for action
across early years, housing, social care, health, education, transport, employment and
skills. The Cabinet accepted all of the recommendations and in June last year, we
published our Learning Disability Improving Lives cross-government Programme.
We are delivering the Improving Lives Programme as a priority and have established a
Learning Disability Ministerial Advisory Group to oversee its implementation. This group is
co-chaired by Sophie Hinksman who has a learning disability and there are a further two
members of the group with a learning disability. We fund a support worker for each of these
members to ensure they can play a full and active role in this important group.
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Other members include representatives from the statutory sector, academia, families and
carers and the third sector, including the Chief Executive Officer of All Wales People First.
On that basis, I feel that the learning disability community does have a strong voice and a
platform to shape and influence delivery of the Programme. Whilst I appreciate the efforts
and concerns of the petitioners, for the reasons outlined above, I remain to be convinced of
the need to establish a Learning Disability Commissioner at this time.
Yours sincerely,
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Minister for Health and Social Services

