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Thank you for your letter of 24 March -2009 regarding the petition calling upon the National
Assembly for Wales to recognise young people over 16 years as independent when
assessing eligibility for the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA).

Firstly, | would like say how pleased | was to hear of this petition, | am always encouraged
when young people participate in the democratic process and applaud the young people
from Deeside for using cur petitions service to express their views on the EMA.

| do not generally expect 16 year olds in education to be, or encouraged to be financially
independent; however where they are independent they are automatically entitled to the ful
allowance of EMA. Determining the independence of a young person living within the
househoid would be extremely difficult to substantiate and would have wider complex

| understand that many young people who do not qualify for the EMA incentive are
disappointed. In many cases it is their first direct experience of means testing to determine
eligibility for government support. We have just recently completed a first stage evaluation
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