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Supporting Information: The Glamorganshire Canal petition 
 
Probably the most significant event that helped create Cardiff as the capital city, and 
Wales as a major contributor to the industrial revolution, was the creation of the 
Glamorganshire Canal that transported coal from Merthyr Tydfil to Cardiff docks. The 
canal was built in the late 1700s and was used up to 1951. During this time it became 
one of the most financially successful waterway in the UK, and when the Sea Locks 
were added to the canal more ships were able to utilise the local dock facilities 24 
hours a day. There were approximately 25 locks( raised 568 feet)  in the 25.5mile run 
from Cardiff to Merthyr and in parts it ran “underground” through the city. But where 
is it now? Progress and other transport developments meant that it became less 
cost-effective. When Cardiff Bay was developed into the thriving hub it is today, why 
was no attempt made to save or at least identify where the canal existed and its 
significance to the growth of Cardiff and the region? There are no real markers of its 
existence in Cardiff apart from a two-line reference on an information board on the 
Barrage, miles away from where it entered the Bay. 
 
If we are going to leave the next generations with a sense of the historical importance 
of the Bay to Cardiff and Wales, we need to do something now whilst some of the 
generation that lived near the canal are still alive and could contribute to the historical 
interest of the canal. 



P-03-205 - Keep Abergavenny Livestock Market 
 

Further information (Provided by the Petitioner) 

In 2005 Monmouthshire County Council signed a legal agreement with a developer to 
turn Abergavenny livestock market into a retail park including a very large 
supermarket. This has produced vigorous opposition ever since. The opposition 
groups believe that they have, since 2005, exhausted all normal channels that would 
allow this matter to be resolved with the Council. The object of this petition is to 
preserve the livestock market and stop the development.  

 
- letters of objection to the Council setting out cogent reasons and arguments for not 
proceeding with the developer's schemes have had no substantive effect over all this 
time. 
 
- a comprehensive case for call-in by WAG was submitted in 2006, but the Minister at 
the time declined the request 

- the Council has twice refused to take NO from the Planning Committee in Oct and 
Dec 2006.  

- representations were made to the Ombudsman for Wales by an alliance of local 
organisations called Save Abergavenny's Unique Character and Environment 
(SAUCE) detailing evidence of maladministration by the Council over this matter. The 
request was deemed to be 'premature' because the development had not been built 
and we had consequently not provided any evidence of harm done.  

 
- representations have been made by SAUCE to the National Audit Office for Wales, 
but resulted in no action  

- repeated representations from the Community Forum, which is the Council's 
consultative body with the community, have produced no satisfactory outcomes. 
Over the years the design has tended to get worse, not better, from the Forum's 
perspective.  

- many letters have been sent to the Council over the 4 years soliciting information, 
especially by the SAUCE umbrella group, but have resulted in no meaningful 
engagement.  

 
- our MP David Davies has been lobbied but there is not a lot an MP can do in a 
dispute with a local authority. 

- the root problem with the development lies with the legal agreement between Henry 
Boot and MCC, drawn up in 2004/05, without any prior consultation with the 
community, the farmers or the Town Council. The agreement specifies in great detail 
everything that the community wished to have a say in, and which now cannot be 
altered. It is the community's feeling of having first been ignored and then 
marginalised by a legal agreement that has caused, and continues to cause, so 
much anger and opposition. Many also feel that the Council is compromised on this 
development, being both landowner and planning authority, which has resulted in 



pressure to obtain maximum capital receipt from the development rather than secure 
what's in the best long term interests of the town.  

- under a new banner of Keep Abergavenny Livestock Market (KALM), those 
opposed to the development feel we have gone down all avenues open to ordinary 
citizens, spent a lot of time and effort (and money), and got nowhere. The 
Abergavenny Act of 1854 safeguards the livestock market within the town boundary 
and while the Act is in force the market cannot be closed. That is why we feel that 
retention of this Act is so vital to the town's future and why the NAW must not accede 
to any request to amend it. That in turn is why the retention of the Act is the subject 
of our petition. 

 


















