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- Deor Nk,

Petition - Coal M TAN

As you will be aware, the Assembly now has a duty under Standing Order 28 to
consider all admissible petitions it receives. The Petitions Committee has been
established to consider these petitions. At it’s meeting on 21 September, the
Committee considered a petition to request amending the Coal M TAN.

The Committee discussed the petition and we agreed to ask the Sustainability
Committee to consider the petition and to provide us with further advice. A
copy of the papers that the Petitions Committee considered is attached.

I would be grateful if you could arrange for this matter to be considered by the

Members of the Sustainability Committee at an early stage and for its views, or

any action that it takes on the petition, to be reported to us as soon as

possible. The Petitions Committee will give further consideration to the
—petition.in the light of the response. . _ B - o

Yours sincerely

A Dl

Val Lioyd
Chair, Petitions Committee

Tel: 029 2089 8728

E-bost / E-mail: Valerie.Lloyd@wales.gov,uk
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Stephen George

Clerk to the Petitions Committee
National Assembly for Wales
CF29 1NA

11 July 2007
Dear Steve

PETITION PO61(GR): COAL M TAN

You may already be aware that the attached petition was presented to the Presiding
Officer on 10 July 2007.

The Presiding Officer has determined that the petition is admissible, and as such has
entered the formal petitions process. The petition has been logged, and the text of the
petition, together with the number of signatories, has been published on the Assembly’s
web-site. This can be found on the following link: hitp.//www.assemblywales.org/bus-
home/bus-guide-docs-pub/bus-business-documents/dogfennau-busnes-deisebau.htm.

In accordance with Standing Order 28.8, the petition is now being formally referred to the
Petitions Committee. It will be for the Committee to now determine what action to take in
accordance with Standing Order 28.

The main petitioner has been informed that the petition has been referred to the
- committee. Contact details for the main petitioner are:

Gaynor M Ball, Hafod y Gan, 18 Swn yr Afon, Kenfig Hill, CF33 6AJ.

Yours sincerely

Ffén « Tel: 029 20898210
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE Ebost « Email: Gareth.Rogers@wales.gov.uk



Val Lloyd AM,

Chair of the Petitions Committee,
National Assembly for Wales,
Cathays Park,

Cardiff,
CF10 3NQ

08/07/07

" We would like to take the opportunity of using the petitions system under the
new powers of the Welsh Assembly Government.

The petition wants a stronger Coal M TAN that provides:-

* A strict presumption against opencast coal mining in our communities for
any new applications or extensions from now onwards.

* A 500 metre minimum separation distance that is ‘absolute’ should any
future opencast go ahead. The 500m should enly be flexible for increase and
have no caveats to reduce it.

* The 500m should include all homes, even 1-9 dwellings (that are at present
not protected at all by the 350m existing distance) These rural hamlets and
the citizens in isolated dwellings have, at present, unequal status and
protection,

* The public consultations that took place after the Draft coal M TAN was
released showed public in favour of S00m which would, in effect, have a
presumption against if implemented.

* Because the people of Wales are on and near the coal, further opencast
mining should be discouraged as there are environmental, health and social
studies that advocate its unsuitability as sustainable, acceptable or healthy
development for the future.

Names of petition members:-

Name:- Address:
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Name:- Address:
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Contact address, telephone and E Mail:-

Mrs Gaynor Ball,
‘Hafod Y Gan®,
18, Swn Yr Afon,
Kenfig Hill,
Bridgend.
CF336Al]

Tel. 01656 742405

E Mail gballuk@yahoo.co.uk
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Petitions Committee

PET(3)02-07 (p6): 20 September 2007
Coal M TAN

Purpose
The Committee is asked to consider the attached petition, submitted by Mrs Gaynor M

Bali.

Background
This petition requests a stronger Coal M TAN that provides:

A strict presumption against opencast coal mining in our communities for any new
applications or extensions from now onwards.

A 500metre minimum separation distance that is ‘absolute’ should any future
opencast go ahead. The 500m should only be flexible for increase and have no
caveats to reduce it.

The 500m should include all homes, even 1-9 dwellings (that are at present not
protected at all by the 350m existing distance). These rural hamlets and the
citizens in isolated dwellings have, at present, unequal status and protection.

The public consultations that took place after the draft Coal M TAN was released
showed public in favour of 500m which would, in effect, have a presumption against
if implemented.

Because the people of Wales are on and near the coal, further opencast mining
should be discouraged as there are environmental, health and social studies that
advocate its unsuitability as sustainable, acceptable or healthy development for the
future.

The petition has received 77 signatures of support.

Action for the Committee

The Committee is asked to consider the petition and to decide upon the course of action it
wishes to undertake.

Committee Service
September 2007




Pwyllgor Deisebau
Petitions Committee

Bae Caerdydd / Cardiff Bay
Caerdydd / Cardiff

CF99 1NA

Mrs Gaynor M. Ball
Hafod y Gan Eich cyf / Your Ref
18 Swn yr Afon Ein cyf / Our Ref P-03-061
Kenfig Hill
CF33 6AJ

24 September 2007
Dear Mrs Ball,

PETITION: COAL M TAN

At the meeting of the National Assembly for Wales' Petitions Committee held on 20
September, Members considered the above petition and agreed that it should be passed
on to the Sustainability Scrutiny Committee, who have planning issues within their remit,
for their consideration.

We will inform you of any action that follows from this referral in due course.

Yours sincerely

Catherine Lewis
Deputy Committee Clerk

Llinell Union / Direct Line: 029 2089 8026
Ffacs / Fax: 029 2089 8021

E-bost / E-mail: Catherine.LewisZ @ Wales.gsi.gov.uk




20/09/2007

authority, but, in this instance, the permission was actually granted by the Assembly, as
constituted under the Government of Wales Act 1998, Any powers that the Secretary of State
had, given the workings of the Government of Wales Act 2006, are now to be exercised by
Welsh Ministers. That is where the sensitivity arises, because they may be considering their
own actions.

[160] Val Lloyd: What are the committee’s wishes on this?

[161] Michael German: It seems that the only thing that you can do here is to refer it to
Welsh Ministers to consider whether they will pursue the action that the petitioners want.

[162] Andrew R.T. Davies: If they were so minded.

[163] Val Lloyd: It seems to me that it had a pretty thorough hearing, but we can certainly
put it to the Minister.

[164] Andrew R.T. Davies: Likewise, it would be for the Minister to come back and say
that it has had a good hearing, and that x, y and z has been said.

[165] Val Lloyd: Of course it would; | am not denying that.

[166} Amndrew R.T. Davies: The petitioners are simply asking us, as a committee, whether
we would be good enough to pass the petition on to the Ministers, for them to say whether
they would be prepared to look into it, using their discretionary powers.

[167] Bethan Jenkins: If they have new evidence that they would like to release—

[168] Val Lloyd: They have not said that though, have they?

[169] Ms Jackson: [ am not aware of any new evidence.

[170] Andrew R.T. Davies: They are requesting the use of discretionary powers. If the
Minister turns around and says, ‘Well, no, | am not minded to do it’, that is fair enough.

[171} Val Lloyd: It is actually saying to use ‘any discretionary powers’; it does not say that
they necessarily have or do not have them. It just says ‘any discretionary powers’. That is
why [ asked you.

[172] Michael German: What we are looking for is an opportunity for the Government to
consider this issue and, if it feels that it cannot proceed, for it to identify the grounds and
reasons why it cannot proceed and to tell us in some detail why that is the case.

[173] Val Lloyd: We will take it forward on that basis.

[174] Andrew R.T. Davies: It is giving the petitioners an outcome, is it not?

[175] Val Lloyd: Yes; at least we are following it through. Thank you. 1 am glad that we
reached a consensus,

[176] The petition on the coal MTAN is slightly different, is it not? I believe that, for the
first TAN, there was no guidance, but the second one came up with a 350m buffer zone, but
only for safety reasons. That is only from memory.

[177] Michael German: I think that this petition is much easier to deal with: this is one

that should go to the committee. The committee needs to look at whether the coal TAN, as it
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20/09/2007

currently exists, is satisfactory in this respect. As we do with other things, we could ask the
committee if it would mind looking at the coal TAN, to see whether it feels that it should be
amended. You can obviously send it to the Minister, but it requires more detailed
investigation. I think that that is something that we could do.

[178] Val Lloyd: I am not averse to that, but | am saying that the TAN has been
amended-—you can now have a 350m buffer zone.

[179] Michael German: The petitioners are requesting something more stringent than that.
[ support that, but—

[180] Andrew R.T. Davies: The coal TAN needs to be looked at by the committee.
{181] Michael German: It is not us who have the job of scrutinising the TAN.
[182] Val Lloyd: No, | am not claiming any expertise in that area.

[183] Michael German: That is why all you would be doing is passing it to the committee
to ask it to consider the revision.

[184] WVal Lloyd: Bethan, do you have a comment on that one?

[185] Bethan Jenkins: Yes. I do not see why we cannot pass it on to the committee and for
the commitiee to then pass it back to us, for us to consider.

[186] Val Lloyd: Do we really need that?
{187) Mr George: Sorry, 1 am just a little unclear. Are we talking about—
[188) Michael German: We are passing it to the relevant Assembly committee.

[189] Mr George: | see; you are passing it to the relevant Assembly commiitee. 1
misunderstood.

[190] Michael German: We will ask the committee if it would consider the petition and let
us know what its views are on revising the coal TAN.

[191] Andrew R.T. Davies: It will be the same as the way we dealt with the petition on
Carno railway station.

f192] Bethan Jenkins: Because there is a vital-—{/naudibie]

[193] Val Lloyd: We are talking at once and I think that we may be confusing the clerk.
include meyself in that. That shows that we are interested and engaged in the process, but
perhaps we should try to speak one at a time,

2.00 p.m.

[194] The Petitions Committee is now asked to look at the banning of plastic bags. If you
remember, this was the petition that won the BBC competition. I unearthed some literature,
for vour information. The Scottish Parliament’s Environment and Rural Development
Committee undertook a review on the use of plastic bags only a year ago, in 2006. It is very
current and in a similar environment to ours, so it might be pertinent for us to access that. Do

you agree?
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