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                       Learning and Skills   
 
 
 
 
On 9th October 2008 the Welsh Assembly Government reaffirmed its 
commitment to disabled children, young people and their families with the 
announcement that an additional £2.75 million funding package had been 
identified in its draft budget settlement for 2009/10.  The package includes 
money to raise awareness of benefit entitlement, provide more play 
opportunities for disabled children and offer short break services for children 
with complex disabilities. 
 
In May 2008, I reported on the work that the Welsh Assembly Government is 
undertaking with the Disabled Children Matter Wales Campaign (the “DCMW 
Campaign”). This important work forms part of a wider Assembly policy 
agenda to improve services for disabled children, young people and their 
families.  As such, it cuts across Ministerial Portfolios and as Minister for 
Children I have agreed to coordinate this work.  In taking this agenda forward I 
have established a Ministerial Task Group “Rights into Action for Disabled 
Children and Young People,” which comprises of campaign members and 
senior officials with whom I meet with regularly, to advise on policy initiatives.  
 
The welfare and rights of disabled young people are our priority and we are 
working to improve the life chances of all disabled young people in Wales. 
The draft budget settlement aims to address a number of key areas to 



improve services for disabled young people and their families in response to 
the DCMW campaign.   
 
Income maximisation features as one of the five key themes of the proposed 
Financial Inclusion Strategy for Wales which is being developed over the 
course of this year. Responsibility for the welfare benefits system rests with 
the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP).  We therefore work closely with 
our colleagues in DWP to ensure the benefits available are appropriate for the 
people of Wales.   
 
The DCMW campaign suggested the need for a specific benefits take up 
campaign targeting the families of disabled children and young people 
followed by specialist benefits advice for those making claims. In response to 
this suggestion my colleague Dr Brian Gibbons, Minister for Social Justice and 
Local Government has recently announced that as part of the draft budget 
settlement he will make an extra £500,000 available over the next two years 
to raise awareness of benefits for the families of children with disabilities. 
 
The DCMW campaign also called for sustained funding for short break 
services for children with complex difficulties.  Regular short breaks are a 
lifeline to some disabled children and their families. They allow families to take 
time out to recharge their batteries and for the disabled child to have some fun 
and build their confidence and independence, providing opportunities for the 
young person to build relations and social networks beyond the immediate 
family. 
 
We want local authorities to be innovative in the types of ‘short breaks’ this 
money is used for by listening to disabled children and their families and 
providing a range of short breaks to meet their needs. £1.54m was allocated 
for this purpose in 2008/09. Additional funding of £1.5 million is also included 
in the draft budget settlement for 2009/10.  
 
We must ensure that barriers disabled young people face when attempting to 
access play and leisure facilities are removed. This may involve solutions as 
varied as providing transport to enable young disabled people to access 
leisure activities, support workers to accompany them as well as ensuring 
specific activities are available. £250,000 has been made available in the draft 
budget settlement for the next three years to help local authorities extend their 
play opportunities for disabled children. I will also be expecting local 
authorities to set aside a minimum of £250,000 from the financial resources 
that have already been allocated to them for this purpose to create a fund of 
£500,000. This is in addition to the £1 million already allocated to support play 
and leisure activities for disabled young people within Cymorth. 
 
Earlier this month I was pleased to attend an event at the Senedd hosted by 
my colleague Gwenda Thomas AM, the Deputy Minister for Social Services, 
to celebrate the work of the Family Fund in Wales. The Family Fund is a UK 
charity which provides practical help to families with severely disabled and 
seriously ill children in the form of grants for things like household equipment 
transport, driving lessons, computers or holidays. In Wales the Family Fund 



has been able to extend its criteria for help to include the families of young 
people up to and including the age of 17, with an annual income of up to 
£25,000. In other parts of the UK, the limit is age 16 or under with an annual 
income of up to £23,000. During the 2006-07 financial year, the Family Fund 
distributed £2.561m in grants to families in Wales helping 4,157 families. The 
charity is almost entirely funded by the UK Governments and Welsh Assembly 
Government. The Welsh Assembly Government provided the Family Fund 
with £2.649m for 2007/08, £2.652m for 2008/09 and has identified £2.739m 
for the Family Fund in the draft budget for 2009-2010.   
 
I am pleased that we are now moving this agenda forward pro-actively across 
ministerial portfolios and steady progress is being made. The most recent 
funding announcements compliment existing funding announced to support 
the campaign in improving services for disabled young people. 
 
In fact since the establishment of the Ministerial Task Group last year the 
Assembly Government has made substantial investments in the futures of 
disabled young people in Wales. These include: 
 

• £225,000 of funding for the provision of Changing Places to widen 
access to cultural venues. 

• £1m for initial development of early support materials and over a period 
of three years to 2011/12 a further £1.2m to ensure the programme is 
fully embedded. 

• £1.5m to support the work of key transition workers over three years. 
• Launched the Action Plan for Autistic Spectrum disorders. Funding for 

the next two years has been identified with the first year’s funding 
standing at £1.8m.  

• A consultation on the proposal for 50 per cent rate relief for child care 
providers with property having a rateable value of up to £12,000 a year. 

• Additional funding in 2008/09 of £1.54m for the funding of short breaks, 
a key recommendation of the DCMW campaign. 

 
We have therefore made a commitment to improving services for disabled 
children and young people in Wales and will continue to work closely with the 
Disabled Children Matter Wales (DCMW) campaign to make a real difference. 
 
Looking to the future, the United Nations has designated 3rd December 2008 
as International Day of Persons with Disabilities. To mark this day, using the 
Assembly’s seven core aims for all children and young people as a 
framework, I will set out our policy agenda for the delivery of services for 
disabled children and young people.  Whilst we know that many of the things 
we want to change cannot happen overnight, we aim to achieve improved 
sustainable services to ensure disabled children and young people have 
equality of opportunity and access to services. 
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Title:             Treatment of wet age – related macular degeneration 
     
Date:    06 November 2008   
 
By:       Edwina Hart, Minister for Health and Social Services  
 
 
 
Since my statement to the Senedd on 24 June 2008 my officials and advisers 
have carried out a far reaching review of current delivery arrangements for the 
treatment of "wet" AMD using the drug Lucentis.   
 
The review has revealed differences in service delivery along with a variation 
in commissioning.   
 
To take this forward I set out below the proposed arrangements for service 
delivery.  
 
Proposed delivery 
 
In order to provide high standards in service delivery, addressing issues of 
access, whilst mindful of critical mass to sustain a quality service, it is 
proposed that nine (9) treatment centres should be provided, viz; 
 
North Wales 
Ysbyty Gwynedd;  
H M Stanley, St. Asaph;  
Wrexham Maelor 
 
West Wales 
Bronglais, Aberystwyth; 
Amman Valley, Ammanford; 
Singleton 



 
South East Wales 
Royal Glamorgan;  
University Hospital, Cardiff;  
St. Woolos, Newport 
 
With the exception of Amman Valley, which is a new treatment centre, all the 
other locations are hospital based and are already treating patients. 
 
Staffing 
 
A new consultant is to take up post in S W Wales in November 2008 and this 
will ensure that the treatment for "Wet" AMD is a consultant led service. 
 
The predicted treatment of "Wet" AMD will inevitably add pressures to 
ophthalmology services and I therefore propose to allow for the appointment 
of three staff ophthalmologists to assist in service delivery and avoid any 
detrimental effect upon outpatient waiting times for ophthalmology services. 
 
Accommodation 
 
Instructions will be issued to provide the necessary "clean rooms", if not 
already in existence - which is the most cost effective way to deliver the 
service. 
 
Funding and Service Delivery 
 
I have already announced that £5m has been made available, as additional 
funding to provide treatment for "first eye" "wet" AMD in this financial year.  
Additional funding for 2009/10 of £10m has been made available. 
 
In order to expedite treatment, funding on a per case basis is proposed.  This 
will avoid delays in submissions to treat, and allow the decision to treat to be 
made on clinical grounds by the consultant ophthalmologist. 
 
Any patient who has self funded treatment for "wet" AMD will be allowed to 
transfer their treatment and the future costs will be met by the Welsh 
Assembly Government. 
 
Service Roll Out 
 
Patients are already undergoing treatment for "wet" AMD in the second eye. 
The treatment for "first eye" will commence across Wales from the 20 
November 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Service Development 
 
A framework plan will be developed. It will set out: 
 

1. A consistent fast track policy for delivery across Wales by February 
2009 

 
2. The formation of an ophthalmology commissioning task group by 

March 2009. The group will consider future developments in the 
treatment of "wet" and "dry" AMD  

 
3. The development of an ophthalmology network across Wales. This will 

provide the vehicle for clinical training and expertise in the field of AMD 
treatment. 

 
Appraisal 
 
An evaluation of the service will be undertaken by advisers to ensure that all 
the necessary criteria are met.  This will afford the opportunity to consider any 
modifications to the infrastructure costs and the need to streamline the 
service. 
 
I will inform members in due course about how this service develops over 
time.  
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