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Thank you for your letter of 23 January 2008 regarding the formal closure of a petition

registering opposition to Redrow Homes' application for a licence to discharge sewage into
the Nant Cylla watercourse in Ystrad Mynach.

in view of the Committee's request that | consider producing a guidance note for the public
on the discharge consenting process, my officials have contacted the Environment Agency
Wales to find out what information is currently available. | understand that most applications
for consent to discharge are advertised in the local press and that such notices include
information on how members of the public may make representations. If members of the
public subsequently make representations to the Environment Agency they are advised of
the procedure they should follow if they wish to ask the Weish Assembly Government to
call-in the application. The advice provided at that stage by the Environment Agency to the
public also refers to the criteria the Welsh Assembly Government uses when deciding
whether an application should be called-in.

However, my officials have confirmed that the Environment Agency does not currently
produce any guidance to help the public understand how the discharge consent process
works more generally. | have therefore requested that the Environment Agency produce a
guidance note to inform the public about the discharge consenting process and how it is
operated by the Agency.
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